
Peterson Elementary PTA Minutes
5-12-2016

Jen Tedrow, President
-Asked everyone to review the minutes from April.

Made a motion to approve.  Jen Wang second the motion.  April minutes approved.
-Thanks to Jackie Willis and Denise Calzaretta for organizing Muffins with Mom this morning.
-The biggest thing we will do today is the election.
-Christine Ficks will be nominated for President.  Christine said that she has a son who will be in third grade next 
year and a son who will be in kindergarten.
-Sangeeta Prasad will be nominated for Vice-President.  Sangeeta said that she has a daughter who will be in fifth 
grade next year.
-Joann Frisby will be nominated for Secretary.  Joann said that she has a daughter who will be in third grade and a 
daughter who will be in first grade.  
-No other nominations were received so this will be an uncontested election.  Due to this, I move to do the election 
by voice vote.  Michelle Lambert second.

All in favor of Christine Ficks being elected President say ‘Aye’-all  ‘Nay’-none
All in favor of Sangeeta Prasad being elected Vice President say ‘Aye’-all ‘Nay’-none
All in favor of Joann Frisby being elected Secretary say ‘Aye’-all ‘Nay’-none

-Their transition is effective immediately.  Jen Watson will continue as a Vice President.  Devin Tuch will continue as 
Treasurer.  Jennifer Tedrow and Emily Brosnahan will be removed as check signers.  Christine Ficks and Sangeeta 
Prasad will be added as check signers.

Allison Landstrom, Principal
-I would like to introduce Dr. Laura Johnston, our assistant superintendent.  She will be sitting in the meeting today.  
-The registration packets do not need to be hand delivered to the office, your children can bring them to school and 
the office will receive them.
-Please do not call the office to find out if your registration is complete.  The office will let you know if you are 
missing anything.  Registration is due May 16th.
-We will be having another assembly on May 19th from 9:30-10:30.  Parents are welcome.  Each class will do some 
kind of presentation on one of the character traits we have learned about this year.  The Peterson singers will sing 
and students will be recognized for various activities.

Jennifer Tedrow, President
-PTA registration for next year is online.  You can send the checks to school.  Please put your name and your child’s 
name on the check so we can tell who to credit it to.  There are links in the Peterson Weekly emails and on the 
Peterson PTA Facebook page.
-The PTA has a little extra money to spend so we are getting some things for the playground.  A hopscotch and 4 
square will be painted and new lines for the basketball court will be painted.  There is a discount if it is not painted 
until after June 1st so it will be done over the summer.

Emily Brosnahan, Vice President 
-Online orders for school supply kits are due May 13th.  Next year we might only offer it online.  
-Thanks to the room moms for their work this year.  They did gift baskets for the auction, door decorations for 
Teacher Appreciation and now are finishing up with the brick presentation to the teachers.

Jennifer Tedrow, President
-Devin Tuch (Treasurer) could not be here so I will do the budget report.  We got our first sponsorship for next years 
directory.  We have been getting membership money for next year.  We made about $800.00 on school supply kits-
we look at this as more of a service and don’t raise the price very much.  The Mod Pizza school night was a 
success.  
-Our end of year is at the end of June.  We try to budget conservatively through the year and then made more 
money on bricks and dinner nights than we anticipated so we have some money to spend.  I make a motion to 
spend $500.00 more on landscaping for the outdoor learning area.  Also, to give the LMC $1,000.00-Mrs. 
Schimmoler has some changes she would like to make.  Allison Landstrom said that she has been told that we 
could use more flag football flags.  Jennifer Tedrow said that we have recess funds that we can use for that.  Joann 
Frisby said that it would be great to get more equipment, but that they don’t have enough adults to watch extra 



games.  Maybe we could do a sign up for moms to volunteer to help at lunch recess.
-We had $300.00 in recess funds and very little has been spent.
-Move to change the recess funds to $800.00 to include the painting.

All in favor say ‘Aye’-All  Opposed say ‘Nay’-none.  Motion passed.
-Move to allow $500.00 for outdoor landscaping.

All in favor say ‘Aye’-all  Opposed say ‘Nay’-none.  Motion passed.
-Move to change the LMC line item from $2,000.00 to $3,000.00.

All in favor say ‘Aye’-all  Opposed say ‘Nay’-none.  Motion passed.

Tabitha King, Teacher Appreciation
-Tabitha is not here so Jennifer Tedrow spoke.  Thank you to Tabitha for an amazing job on Teacher Appreciation 
week.  Thanks to Michelle Lambert and Aimee Strasma for organizing lunch on Friday.  We received a number of 
emails from the teachers stating that they loved the week.  Allison Landstrom added that she liked that all of the 
staff was recognized, not only the teachers.

Aimee Strasma, Daddy Daughter Dance
Aimee is not here but Jennifer Tedrow said thanks to Aimee for a great job on the Daddy Daughter event.  
Everyone had a great time.  

Kristina Beliveau, STEM
-Thanks to everyone who volunteered and showed up to help with Plant and Play for Earth Day.  We did it a few 
weeks after Earth Day so the weather would be better.  About 130 kids participated.  They planted flowers around 
the school.

Karrie Mascari/Jen Wang, After School Programs
-Karrie said that they are hoping to bring Language Stars to school next year, perhaps with Spanish.  They would 
give a percentage of the money made back to the school.  Jen Tedrow said that this year the after school programs 
have made about $2,000.00 which is great.  Jen Wang said that Language Stars has stated that they would match 
what Engineering for Kids does, which is $10.00 per kid.  

Van Ruggeri, Watch Dogs
-Watch Dogs is wrapping up for the year, there are only a few left.  Van will continue to do Watch Dogs next year.

Neha Patodia, PDAC
-On May 16th we will do Flags of the World.  We don’t teach religion, it is just to learn about diversity.  Next year we 
will try to do a Cultural Night.
-We still need volunteers for the 16th from 3:15-5:00.  You will work at a station and be given information about a 
certain flag.  Sarah Blakely said that her kids attended an International School where they did Global Nights.

Colleen Keen, IPPC
-The District is getting an “Escape Room” to help do activities with critical thinking.

Emily Brosnahan, SpiritWear
-We are changing the last spirit day this year to May 19th for the assembly.

Jennifer Tedrow, President
-The last dinner night this school year is at TCBY on May 22nd.  Please try to attend, TCBY supports Peterson a lot 
during the year with donations.
-There are some openings for next year including Dinner Nights, Box Tops, and Assemblies.  Please let Christine 
Ficks know if you are interested.  
-Thanks to everyone for a great year.  We tried some new things and think that it was successful.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:25


